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.,HARI MERDEKA'' AND "HARI MALAYSIA" 2015

Brothers and Sisters,

We cetebrate our lndependence Day this year with the theme 'Malaysia, Sehati Sejiwa'

(Singte Minded Mataysia) to reftect the spirit of sotidarity, understanding, togetherness

and humanity of att peopte in the country.

Our nation's Founding Fathers envisioned a country which woutd possess its own

uniqueness, governed by its peopte on the principtes of fair and free democracy, with a

future shaped by its own citizens, and laws that manifest the witt of the people.

We thank Atmighty God for the many btessings He has showered upon our nation and for

the retative peace and harmony we enjoy in this betoved country of ours. We are

appreciative of the various devetopment that have been achieved for the progress of our

nation.

MaLaysians are generatty understanding, caring and charitable, as noticed by their

response to natural disasters such as the earthquake in Sabah and the floods that hit the

country not long ago, and also when sharing the grief of MAS ftight MH 370 and ftight MH

17 tragedies. The warm tradition of having'open houses'where peopte of different

faiths visit the homes of those who are cetebrating their festivals, augurs wetl for unity

between the different races.

However, after more than five decades of independence, we are witnessing many

distressing events in our country. There is a ctear erosion of the very fabric of the ideats

dreamt of by our Nation's Founding Fathers. Peopte at att tevets of society are

confounded and are questioning whether the rute of law embodied in our nation's

legistations to safeguard the rights of its peopte and weatth of the nation are given any

regard.

Human rights, freedom of expression and the tiberty of the sociat media are increasingty

subject to severe restrictions by administrative actions. The democratic voice of dissent

is being stifted, ironicatty on the ground that they are against partiamentary

deomocracy. These cumutative events coupted with the lack of check and balance by

the retevant institutions and the disregard of basic fundamenta[ [iberties, have

generated much disquiet and anxiety among the generat pubtic.



The current potiticat situation in our country is rather disturbing. Today, various groups

across the country are catting for an end to the autocratic ways of the government of
the day, and demand that it govern the country with fairness, transparency,
accountabitity and integrity, besides insisting for a free and fair etection system. The

nation's [eaders are catted to defend the rights of atl peoptes in our country, inctuding
the minorities, the migrants and the refugees.

We are indeed concerned for the wett-being of our nation that was once a ftourishing
economy but now, facing a serious financial chattenges. The debt-taden lMataysia
Devetopment Berhad (1MDB), the Goods Service Tax (GST), the depreciation of the
Mataysian ringgit have been cause for atarm across the country. The spirating cost of
tiving has become burdensome to the peopte, especiatty the poor and the needy.

Remedial measures are truty and seriousty needed if peopte were to have confidence in

the nation's fiscal strategies.

We are equatty perturbed by the retigious extremism and intoterance of certain
individuats and groups in our country today. The perpetrators making racist and retigious
sturs behave as though they are beyond the reach of the [aw. Racial potarization and

retigious bigotry in whatever form, are detrimentaI to nationaI unity. PotiticaI witt is

necessary to promote and articutate moderation. The G25 and other like-minded groups

are to be commended and supported for daring to take a stand against extremism and to
promote vatues that buitd up and unite the peoptes. Potiticat, community and retigious
leaders and others must engage with those causing dissension to reject their prejudicia[
thinking in favor of a batanced mindset. Understanding, goodwitt and trust among the
races are vital for sotidarity in our mutti-cuttural society,

What rote then, can the Church ptay in inftuencing our environment and enforcing the
principtes of naturaI justice and incutcating spiritual and moral vatues for the good of
our society?

The Book of Proverbs (31:8) emphasizes the obtigation to "speak out for those who
cannot speak, for the rights of att the destitute,.. judge righteousty, defend the rights of
the poor and needy". lt is our bounden duty then, to seek justice for the hetptess and to
come to the aid of the most vutnerabte in our society.

Pope Francis has composed a prayer for the Jubilee Year of l[ercy which runs from 8

December 2015 to 20 November 2016. He entreats the Lord to make the Jubitee Year of
Mercy, a year of grace so that the Church "with renewed enthusiasm may bring good

news to the poor, proctaim [iberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to
the btind".



The Church prompts its members to respond to the gospel mandate to be the "satt of
the earth and the tight of the wortd" (Mt.5:13-14). Deeds rendered out of charity and
mercy as we[[ as championing the cause of truth and justice, can have a strong impact in
the rejuvenation of our society.

We catl upon the faithfut and atl peopte of goodwitt to ptay their rightful rote in the
process of nation buitding. lt is their inatienabte right as citizens to detiberate,
communicate and act on matters of societal concern, be they potiticat, social or
economicat. The Christian community, guided by the teachings and direction of the
Church, are calted to uphotd spiritual and moraI vatues as they live out their obtigation
to enhance peace and harmony in our society. Law makers and those who imptement
the law are urged to exercise their civil duties, with fear of God and respect for the
human person.

May the spirit of "Sehati Sejiwa" inspire the leaders of our nation and atl its peopte of
diverse races and cuttures to work setftessty in resotving the nation's chattenges, and to
strive with steadfast witl to make Mataysia a truty united and harmonious nation, guided

by the principtes of the Rukun Negaro and safeguarded by the sacrosanctity of our
Federal Constitution.

On these auspicious occasions of Hari Merdeka and Hari Mataysia, let us offer up our
humbte prayers for our King, atl potiticat and civil leaders at the Federal and State tevets
and for att the peoptes of Malaysia. May the peace and joy of our Lord fitt our heart as

we place our trust in Him.

SELAMAT MENYAMBUT HARI MERDEKA DAN HARI MALAYSIA!
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