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DISCIPLESHIP: BEING MERCIFUL AS THE FATHER
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FEBRUARY 2016: DESIRING MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE.
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Opening Hymn —

Love it was that made us and it was love that saved us

Love was God's plan when He made man God's divine nature is love
Born of God's love we must love Him

That's why He made us to love Him

But only when we love all men can we partake of God's love (2)

Love is a wonderful thing, joy in hearts it will bring
where there is love there is God and where there is God there is love

Christ said love must be the sign, by which men will know You for mine
A new commandment to You I give love each other as I did.
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Opening Prayer— Let one of us invite Christ into our midst.
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Look at Life
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Merican is a pious Catholic who is very active in various parish ministries. Whenever he is free
he spends time in church as he holds many important posts in the parish. He is very much sought
after by a group of parishioners who are his circle of friends. Due to his heavy commitment, he
spends very little time in his family. The children hardly have the opportunity to speak to him.
Due to stress at work place, very often he gets angry over some small issues that cropped out at
home.Once he even turned violent towards his wife and children. At work, he has no time to care
for his colleagues who need help. Once a foreign worker who cleans his office broke his mug
bought from a high-end shop. He was so furious. He then insisted that she replaced it.
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Merican has very few friends, even in church because he believes that he should sacrifice his
time to serve God.
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1.Based on the above story, do you think Merican has a problem in his understanding of the
word ‘Sacrifice’? If so, what do you think is his understanding of this word?
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2. Without being judgemental, can you think of other life examples like Merican?
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Listen to God



Mark 12: 28-34 The Greatest Commandment

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. *° Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.” 3! The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as

yourself.” There is no commandment greater than these.”®? “Well said, teacher,” the man replied.
“You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 3 To love him with all
your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
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Reflection

Be silent for a minute and allow God to speak to you

Pick out a word or short phrases from the above text and repeat it three times.
Share with others the Word or the phrase that has touched you and why?
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Live in Love
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In this Year of Mercy, how can I allow God to make me into a door of mercy for people around
me so that through me others will experience the tender mercies of God?
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Concluding Prayer—Everyone present is invited to pray. End gathering with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Concluding Hymn

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
I will sing, I will sing.

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
| will sing of the mercies of the Lord.

With my mouth will I make known

Your faithfulness, Your faithfulness;

With my mouth will I make known

Your faithfulness to all generations.

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
| will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
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