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DISCIPLESHIP: BEING MERCIFUL AS THE FATHER
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JANUARY 2016: Proclaiming the mercy of God

RE: DRHTETRAEERENREIE.
Aim: Proclaiming the mercy of God by my words & deeds.
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Opening Hymn — FREELY! FREELY!
God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name | come to you
To share His love as He told me to.

Chorus:

He said, Freely, freely you have received;
Freely, freely give.

Go in my name and because you believe,
Others will know that | live."
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Opening Prayer -Invite a member of the BEC to say the opening prayer
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CEEHEREER R
The Beggar and Pope John Paul li
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A priest from New York went to Rome for an audience with Pope John Paul Il. Whilst in Rome,
before his meeting he decided to go to a church to pray. As he walked through the door he saw
a beggar sitting on the steps, which is not uncommon, and yet he sensed something familiar
about him. When he had finished praying he walked back out and decided to speak to the
beggar, at which time they realised that they knew each other and had gone to Seminary
together. The beggar revealed how he had been a priest and had ‘crashed and burned’ in his
vocation.

ZJa, FSCHFNEL W HCR, FeRIMhR, ARERGEIRIIP R R a), BEEHCRIAT, SRECEN
REAMIR R C G AP R BRI A RIS — Al B, (ER B AL SR A .

Later, when the priest had an audience with the Pope, he joined the line of people who were
processing past, and when his turn came, he gave in to a holy impulse and fell to his knees
asking the Pope to pray for the beggar he had met earlier, telling him of how he was a priest
but had now fallen on hard times.
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The Pope gave the priest an invitation to bring the beggar to dinner with him that evening. The
priest immediately went from St Peters to the small church and found the beggar was still on
the steps. The priest told the beggar of the invitation they had been given from John Paul ll. The
beggar said that he could not possibly do such a thing, but the priest insisted telling him he was
not going to this meal without him. He then took the beggar to his hotel room and gave him a
loan of his razor and some clothes.
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The two men arrived an hour later at the Papal apartments and sat down and ate a nice meal
with the Pope. An hour later the Pope asked the priest to kindly leave him alone with his friend.
The priest found out, later that evening, what had happened when he left the room:
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The Pope turned to the beggar and said, “Would you hear my confession?” The beggar replied,
“but | am not a priest anymore!” The Pope then told him, “once a priest, you are always a
priest.” But the beggar told the Pope that he was out of good standing with the church. The
Pope replied, “l am the Bishop of Rome, | can reinstate you right now,” which he then does.
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The Pope then knelt before the beggar and confessed his sins. The beggar-priest barely got the
words of absolution out before he fell on his knees and with tears in his eyes asks the Pope to
hear his confession. Once the beggar-priest was restored to Christ and in a state of grace, the
Pope asked the other priest to come back into the room. The Pope asked him which church he
had found his friend at, upon learning he then told the beggar-priest, “for your first pastoral
assignment | want you to go to this church and report for duty, because you will be an associate
there, with a special outreach to your fellow beggars on the street” —and to this day that is
where the beggar-priest works, helping the dispossessed. (Posted on February 14,

2013 by Geoff Heggadon)

LR R
FELL BT, IRAEMALE RIS &R BN &R

Question for sharing

Where do you see the proclamation of the mercy of God in the above story?

BFEXs (JB2:4-10)


http://www.worksbyfaith.org/the-beggar-and-pope-john-paul-ii/
http://www.worksbyfaith.org/the-beggar-and-pope-john-paul-ii/
http://www.worksbyfaith.org/author/geoff/
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Listen to God (Ephesians 2:4-10)

4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us ° even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— ®and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. & For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God— ° not the result of works, so that no one may

boast. 19 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
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Reflection

Pick out a word or short phrases from the above text and repeat them slowly and silently to
yourself for 2 minutes.

Share with others the Word or the phrase that has touched you and why?
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Live in Love
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Each adult present in today’s BEC gathering is invited to identify a family in your BEC who rarely
or never attends the monthly BEC gatherings. Pray for this family’s well-being continuously for
three days and afterward, if possible make efforts to personally visit the family to befriend
them.
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Concluding Prayer - Invite another member of the BEC to say the concluding prayer.
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Concluding Hymn— GIVE THANKS
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One

Give thanks because He's given
Jesus Christ, His Son (Repeat)

And now let the weak say, "l am strong,"
Let the poor say, "l am rich,"
Because of what the Lord has done for us. (Repeat)

Give thanks
Give thanks (Repeat)
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